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Hawkins Nine of 1890s 


Fifty and more years ago one of 
Long Jsland’s finest amateur base- 
ball nines (and about every com- 
munity then had a village team) 
was The Hawkins Nine of Lake 
Ronkonkoma. On the team were 
six brothers Hawkins. Our cover 
picture shows the six standing and 
from left to right they are Samuel 
N. rightfield, Morris M. leftfield, 
E. Stansbury catcher, Ernest C. 
first base, Charles W. pitcher and 
Richard W. centerfield. The other 
players from left to right are 
Harry V. Hoyt-pitcher and second 
base, Asa Dunham pitcher and left 
field, and R. Baylis pitcher and 
short stop. 


The manager of the team, shown 
standing at the right, was the late 
Hon. William Henkel, U.S. Mar- 
shall in New York where he was 
a Republican leader, who sum- 
mered with his family at Lake 
Ronkonkoma. The illustration is 
from a photograph taken at Say- 
ville July 8, 1905 on which occa- 
sion the Hawkins team beat Say- 
ville 7 to 4. A decade later, in 
1915, after a long layoff, the 
Hawkins boys reorganized the nine 
and that year won the pennant of 
the North Shore League. 

In later years Samuel N. Haw- 
kins became a merchant and gener- 
al contractor; Morris M., a fruit 
farmer; E. Stansbury, for fifty 
years with the New York Customs 
House of which he became auditor; 
Ernest C., also with the Customs 
House as deputy collector; Charles 
W., school principal, farmer and 
chairman of the Brookhaven Town 
board of assesors; Richard W., 
justice of the peace, Huntington 
Town supervisor and board chair- 
man, Republican county chairman, 
County Judge and County Surro- 
gate. Harry V. Hoyt became vice- 
president of the Bank of Manhat- 
tan, but of players Dunham and 
Baylis we have no data. 








USS Suffolk County 


Replying to inquiry: The USS 
Suffolk County, launched at the 
Boston Naval Shipyard on August 
31, was named, of course, for the 
Massachusetts county in which 
Boston is located. Editor. 
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Coal and Fuel Oils 
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Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 
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Frigidaire 
Home Appliances 


Englander & Simmons 
Sleep Products 


BROWN’S 
Storage Warehouse 


Your Furniture and Appliance Store 


185 Maple St. Phone3l ISLIP, L. I. 
Established 1919 
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MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 


At the Triangle Amityville 
AMityville 4-0212 
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Auto Buses For Hire 
AMityville 4-0225 
Near Amityvile Depot 














| 


OCTOBER 1956 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Ephriam “Byram, Gamous (lockmaker 


HERE is sometimes to ke 
found in a small village 
an individual with extraordin- 
ary talent, possessing accom- 
plishments whose reputation 
is widely diffused in the scien- 
tific world. Such an individual 
was Ephriam Niles Byram, 
born in Sag Harbor to Eliab 
and Cynthia Clark Byram on 
November 25, 1809. The fami- 
ly were of English descent, 
Nicholas Byram having set- 
tled in Bridgewater, Mass., in 
1684. His son, Eliab, a gradu- 
ate of Harvard University in 
1740 and an ordained minis- 
ter, settled in Hopewell, N. J. 
There Eliab’s son Perkins was 
horn in 1748. Perkins married 
Hannah Raynor of Southamp- 
ton on March 8, 1769. In 1771 
he died at Morristown, N. J., 
aged 23 years. His only son, 
Eliab was born December 1, 
1769. After his father’s death 
his mother returned with him 
to Southampton where she 
married Constant Havens and 
died at the age of 38 years, 
November 9, 1786. 


Eliab having come to Sag 
Harbor, married first, Betsey 
Payne of North Haven. who 
was born April 20, 1769 and 
died October 25, 1797. She is 
buried in North Haven, near 
Sag Harbor. He then married 
Cynthia Clark, daughter of 
Aaron Clark of Groton, Conn., 
October 10, 1798. Their child- 
ren were: Betsey, Rebecca 
Fanning, Charles Clark, He~- 
ry Payne, Anna Clark, Eph- 
riam Niles and Eliab Perkins. 
Mr. Byram was a carpenter 
and cabinet-maker of the first 
rank. 

Ephriam grew up a quiet 
serious boy. He had a long 
lean face and deep dark eyes. 
There was an innate shyness 
of manvrer which set him 
apart. His greatest pleasure 
was to roam the woods and 
along the shore alone. He left 
school early, having found it 
difficult to follow set rules, 
and set about educating him- 
self in science, mechanics and 
astronomy. 

Since the establishment of 


Russella J. Hazard 


its Custom House in 1790, Sag 
Harbor was thriving as a 
whaiing and shipping port. 
All this activity excited the 
young mind of Ephriam 
Byram. Aboard the ships the 
chronometers and compasses 
were of keenest interest to 
him and he thereupon began 
the study of navigation. 

In 1834 at age 25 he com- 
menced work on a machine to 
represent the motions of the 
planets as they appeared in 
nature. This Orrery, or Plane- 
tarium, occupied the greater 
part of his time during two 
years. “It was a representa- 
tion of revolving worlds and 
covered a_ space 15 feet 
square, making the orbit of 





Herschel 45 feet in circum- 
ference. 


The Republican Watchman 
of Sag Harbor, March 12, 
1836, stated that “E. N. By- 
ram having now completed 
his Planetarium, respectfully 
informs his friends who have 
expressed a wish to observe 
the movements of its mimic 
worlds, that it will be set up 
at the Arsenal in this place, 
on the 17th inst. Besides the 
Planetarium there will be ex- 
hibited several interesting 
views of the Planets and 
Comets in their natural splen- 
dor as seen through the tele- 
scope. A lecture will be de- 
livered explaining the whole 
and on the science of Astron- 
omy generally. The instru- 


Ephriam Byram, Sag Harbor Genius 
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ment will also be set up at the 
towns of East and Southamp- 
ton in a few days.” 

The interest shown in this 
“wonder of the age” was so 
keen that Mr. Byram ir Octo- 
ber of 1836 was asked by the 
American Institute to exhibit 
it in New York. 

The Institute awarded him 
its highest honor, the Gold 
Medal, with this inscription: 
“American Institute of New 
York, presented to Ephriam 
Niles Byram for his Orrery or 
Planetarium, 1836.” 

The demand for his lectures 
on Astronomy and allied sub- 
jects was considerable and 
from his account books we 
find -he was also busy on an 
unusual variety of work in 
and about Sag Harbor. He in- 
vented and built the most in- 
genious and complicated ma- 
chines such as clocks, tele- 
scopes and musical organs, 
and made the implements 
with which they were con- 
structed. He also kept and 
published a record of meteor- 
ological observations. 

The Methodist Church of 
Sag Harbor, built in 1835, 
three years later engaged Mr. 
Byram to construct a clock 
for its tower. This was his 
first clock and his account 
book reads: “Sent pattern 
May 10, 1838; Received cast- 
ings June 10, 1838; Cut teeth 
Dec. 20-27; Put up dials Jan. 
18, 1839; Began to finish off 
May 3rd, 1839; Set running 
* temporary, July 6, 1839; Set 
striking Aug. 26, 1839; Com- 
pleted Nov. 16, 1839. Received 
for clock $370. Cost of clock 
$150. Days work on clock 240; 
on tools 20. 260 days @ 
841 o¢.” 

In 1851 the Sag Harbor 
Corrector stated that, “The 
clock which Mr. Byram put 
up in the Methodist Church, 
some twelve years since, has 
given entire satisfaction, and 
so far as our knowledge ex- 
tends, and from what we learn 
through sources entitled to 
our confidence, we have rea- 
son to believe it one of the 
most accurate time-keepers in 
the United States. The only 
repairs it has required thus 
far have been in a new rope 
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to one of the weights. Signed 
—Geo. B. Brown, Henry R. 
Harris, Wickham S. Havens, 
John E. Chester, Daniel J. 
Harris, Trustees. The above 
clock for six consecutive years 
varied less than three min- 
utes a year, the regulator not 
being altered the time.” 

It would be impossible here 
to name all the ships Mr. 
Byram serviced. Between 1842 
and 1866 he repaired and 
built chronometers, compasses 
and many other items on 
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more than 72 vessels that 
sailed from Sag Harbor’s 
Long Wharf. Meanwhile he 
continued to show his Plane- 
tarium which had been prais- 
ed by leading authorities in- 
cluding the faculty of Yale 


College. 
In 1850 he installed a 
church clock at Newton, 


Mass., at a cost of $500 and 
the next year one at La- 
grange, Georgia, costing $800. 
In 1852 he formed a partner- 
Continued on page 189 
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“Ohe Loves of Senator Smith 


Much of the interesting life 
and career of General and 
U. S. Senator John Smith has 
never been known widely, be- 
cause his family papers re- 
mained inaccessible in his an- 
cestral home at the Manor of 
St. George near Smith’s Point, 
L. L., for nearly a century and 
a half after his death in 1816. 
Now that the papers are sort- 
ed at the Manor’s museum, 
some curious stories about 
him can be rejected as fiction 
and more of his life revealed 
in fact. 


There is a fable about his 
love life in Treadmill’s usual- 
ly reliable book, ‘Personal 
Reminiscences of Men and 
Things on Long Island”, a 
fable which has also been cir- 
culated by at least two peri- 
odicals and a book on Long 
Island’s Manor Houses. 


As the fable goes in part, 
there was an argument be- 
tween the Tangier Smith fam- 
ily and that of William Floyd, 
Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, about the pro- 
per sum of money the Floyd 
girls should inherit. Mr. Floyd 
suggested a thousand pounds 
apiece. John’s father, Judge 
Smith, argued that the figure 
was too high and that women 
had no idea of the value of 
money. Hearing of this, the 
Floyd girls became angry and 
friction arose between the two 
families. So, when “John 
Smith of the third genera- 
tion from Colonel William 
came courting Miss Betsey 
Floyd, her mother refused to 
entertain his suit and Betsey 
like a dutiful daughter ac- 
quiesced. John .. . gave up 
Betsey and married Lydia 
Fanning, daughter of Lord 
Fanning, Governor of Prince 
Edwards Island... She died .. 


“The bereaved widower’s 
thoughts,” the story goes on 
lightly, “turned toward Bet- 
sey for consolation .. .”” When 
she still refused him, he mar- 
ried “Mary” Platt; when she 
died, he renewed his suit with 
Betsey and finally won. 


Chester G. Osborne 


But the record does not 
agree with all that; General 
John was a fourth and not a 
third generation descendent 
of Colonel Smith, Lord of the 
Manor of St. George, for the 
line was Colonel William 
Smith, Major William, Judge 
William, and then John. A 
“Lydia” existed, but Brook- 
haven records say she was the 
daughter of Thomas Fanning 
of Bellport; further, John left 
no evidence of amatory in- 
terest in anyone named ‘“‘Bet- 
sey”, or Elizabeth, Floyd. 


He did have three love af- 
fairs; the first was with 
Lydia Fanning and it ended 
in a tragedy. There is no sin- 
gle object at the new museum 
which arouses as much com- 
ment as does the set of cold 
statistics on her tombstone 
in the family cemetery, over- 
looking quiet Great South 
Bay: 

Sacred 
To The Memory Of 
Lydia Smith 
Wife Of 


John Smith 
Who Departed This Life 
The 6th of June 1776 
Aged 17 Years 


A family Bible confirms the 
dates and adds that when 
young Lydia died she left a 
two-months old son, William. 
We might guess that John 
would have been bound to his 
home and Lydia’s bedside be- 
fore her death and by respon- 
sibility for the baby after 
that, but the exact duration 
of his stay at the Manor is 
still in doubt; the dates re- 
mind us that it was wartime; 
Long Island was a dangerous 
place for anyone “‘in rebellion” 
as the Smiths certainly were; 
he had to make some decision. 

He left William, (the baby 
one day to be called “Point 
Billy” and to become the 
grandfather of the late Miss 
Eugenie A. T. Smith) with 
Lydia’s parents. For a time 
his own movements. are 
shrouded in obscurity; he 
could have been in any of a 
score of places; he may have 
gone into hiding, or to Con- 
necticut, or traveled back and 





The Smith Burying Ground, Mastic 
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forth to watch the Manor and 
visit his son. 

In the meantime, the Brit- 
ish prepared to move in on 
the Manor; Nov. 5, 1777, Gen- 
eral DeLancey wrote a curt 
note, addressed to John, about 
caring for his horses at the 
place; in December and Janu- 
ary, Tryon ordered that Tor- 
ies be given control of the 
“Negroes and Live Stock” and 
half the house and premises 
providing that did not “inter- 
fere with, or is not wanted for 
the King’s service.” 

In the spring of 1778, John 
is known to have appeared 
with William Phillips and 
made off with “much money” 
of his own and the Floyd 
family (Phillips was acting 
for Floyd) and to have taken 
it to Connecticut, probably to 





me eae 


exchange for Continental spe- 
cie and to assist the rebel 
cause. 

In April, 1778, a letter from 
John’s stepmother, Ruth 
Smith, to his father, teils of 
various hardships during the 
occupation time; parts of this 
letter are pertinent because 
they mention little ‘Point 
Billy’, and suggest that 
John’s activities were not cal- 
culated to win him any Brit- 
ish or Tory friends: 

“ . . | hope through the 
blessing of God these lines 
may find (get through to) 
you. ... give my love to John 
and tell him I have heard that 
his little Son is well today; I 
intend to take him home to 
stay a week or two whilst his 
Grandfather Fanning’s folks 


Continued on Page 195 
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Smith Manor House, Now a Town Museum 








Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 
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Especially Constructed Building 


BATH IN EVERY ROOM 


400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
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OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. Ali 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
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Active Free Placement Bureau. 

Send for Cirenlar For Phone CO. 56-2077. 

REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 
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Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
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IN GLASS 
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TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
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17 E. Main St. Smithtown 
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° Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 3() YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE POINT [aundry 
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USED CARS 


Packard Sales and Service 
SCHARD MOTORS 


Merrick Rd. and Bayview Av. 


AMitvyille 4-1438 
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IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 
201 Bway., AMityville 4-0033 
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“Down to the Sea in S hips 


ORN at sea, Lat.25.52N. 
Lon. 75.50W, to Capt. 
and Mrs. Henry L. Rowland, 
a son, Woodhull Satterly.”’ So 
read the log-book for Oct. 21, 
1857. The father had ordered 
the American flag run up so 
that his son was born an 
American citizen, although it 
was two years before he set 
foot on the soil of his native 
land and saw Setauket. 

The lad’s mother, Mary 
Satterly, must have known 
when she married Capt. Row- 
land that she was going to 
lead an adventurous life, for 
he had run away to sea at the 
age of nine and the sea had 
been his home ever since. Her 
diary makes one’s head whirl 
with its record of voyages 
back and forth across the 
ocean. Now it was to Sierra 
Leone in Africa, or into the 
Mediterranean: ports in Hol- 
land and Belgium, or South 
America. Wherever cargoes 
were to be found, there her 
husband’s stout ships trav- 
eled. She mentioned’ the 
names of a few of the ves- 
sels: the brig Thomas W. 
Rowlard, the schoorer Ste- 
rhen H. Townsend, the bark 
Glenwood, and the _ brigan- 
tine Thomas Wood. 

It is of one voyage that I 
especially want to tell, one 
taken during the early days of 
the Civil War. Leaving her 
two girls and son Woodhull 
with relatives, but taking her 
youngest boy Willie, Mary 
Rowland sailed with her hus- 
band on the bark Glenwood 
for an unknown port. When 
the sealed orders were open- 
ed, the Captain found that the 
cordwood with which the ves- 
sel was loaded was consigned 
to the Federal forces at Pen- 
sacola, Fla. 

Of the trip Mrs. Rowland 
wrote in a letter dated April 
7th, 1862, that on the way 
down they encountered a 
frightful storm, “almost a 
hurricane”, with terrific 
thunder and lightning. The 
ship was struck twice and one 


Kate W. Strong 
of the sailors was killed. She 
wrote of the lightning: 

“It seemed to explode in the 
after-cabin once, and_ the 
sparks flew all around me and 
passed into the water closet, 
taking off the boards over- 
head in the cabin, and melted 
a nail in the ceiling. As soon 
as we saw and heard the ex- 
plosion it was gone, and the 
sparks of fire flying all over 
the vessel. We certainly 
thought the main mast was 
shivered, but the bark sus- 
tained no injury, and it was 
a miracle indeed. Of course 
all hands had to be exposed 
then, and all in danger of 
every flash, amid so much 
iron on all sides of the ves- 
sel. The young man we buried 
next day after the gale had 
subsided in a measure.” 

This letter was written off 
the island of Santa Rosa two 
miles from Pensacola’s long 
white beach, as it was not 
safe to go in further. They 
had expected to get away ina 
week, but due, I imagine, to 
the fact that the cordwood 
had to be floated ashore, they 
had to stay several weeks. 

From where Mrs. Rowland 


sat on deck as she wrote, she 
could see the Confederate flag 
on the fort, and also the white 
tents of the Union army. Lit- 
tle Willie had been quite sick 
on the way down, but at the 
time this letter was written 
he was so lively that he had 
to be watched to keep .him 
from falling overboard. 

During this time of wait- 
ing, so her grand-daughter 
told me, Willie came down 
with yellow fever, that 
scourge of the tropics in 
those days. It was while he 
was so very sick that word 
came that there was to be a 
battle between a Union and 
Confederate gun-boat, and 
the only safe place for them 
to anchor was exactly be- 
tween the two warring ves- 
sels. 

All night long as she nur- 
sed her little lad, cannon balls 
like globes of fire screamed 
over the ship. When the bat- 
tle was over the Glenwood 
was uninjured, but the mother 
had lost her battle with 
death, and the next morning 
the little body of her son was 
borne ashore and _ hastily 
buried in a cemetery in Pen- 
sacola. 

Of that dreadful night she 





Sketched for the Forum by George R. Avery 
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could not bear to write in her 
diary. lt was many lears later, 
when time had softened her 
memory of the terrible night, 
that she told of it to the little 
daughter of her son born on 
the ocean on Oct. 21, 1857. 

The little grand-daughter 
mentioned, who told me this 
tale, was the late Mrs. Laura 
Rowland West. 


Codfishing Was Rugged 


MA&any interesting articles have 
been written about the whaling 
days when brave men, unafraid of 
the sea, went in search of whales 
around the globe, even venturing 
into the Arctic and Antarctic 
Oceans. 

About the same time, and later, 
there ,.was another class of Long 
Island whalemen who went through 
the surf in their whale-boats to 
harpoon whales. 

These hardy men operated along 
the ocean front of Suffolk County. 
Later on many of them and their 
sons put off from the beaches after 








—Wanted Information— 
on pre-Harper history of house on 
Henry St., Hempstead, next to 
school grounds. Moved to Wash- 
ington St. after school fire. Mar- 
shall, One Whitehall Blvd., Garden 
City. 








Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








Wines and Liquors 


Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 


tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








E. CLAYTON SMITH 
Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 
Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 














The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 


134A Broadway Amityville 
AM 4-1688 AM 4-3140 








codfish during the fall and winter 
seasons. 

They would bait and set a trawl, 
later to pull it back into the dory, 
taking off the cod as the trawl was 
coiled away in wooden tubs. This 
sort of fishing in zero weather was 
not much like trolling for tarpon 
in Tampa Bay or the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Members of the Edwards family 
of Amaganset were successful cod- 
fishermen as were many other 
eastenders. I well recall Captain 
Bert Edwards, son of Joshua, for 
I was a member of his crew on the 
fishing steamer Vesta. What a 
dynamic character. Capt. Bert 
drove himself as well as his crew 
and at the end of the season most 
often either he or his uncle Gabe 
Edwards was “High Hook” of the 
whole fleet of fishing steamers. 

It was said of Capt. Bert that 
sometimes he slept across the 
berth board of his bunk to support 


OCTOBER 1956 


his injured back, suffered as a 
young man when a whale got 
fighting mad and decided to smash 
the whaleboat. His youngest bro- 
ther, Samuel, was also an excellent 
seaman and fisherman. 

Another brother, Dr. David Ed- 
wards, made a week’s trip with 
us on the Vesta. Captain Bert let 
him take over operation of the ves- 
sel and her crew. We lowered our 
boats and set our seine every time 
a bunker flipped his tail. At the 
end of the trip we were about 
tuckered out, but very glad to have 
had such an enthusiastic shipmate 
who enjoyed his vacation with us. 

It was my good fortune to be 
associated in commercial fishing 
with Captain Isaac B. Edwards of 
East Marion, as sailing master of 
his smack Elmira. Captain Ike was 
a hardy and energetic fisherman 
who would never desert any of his 
crew no matter what the circum- 

Continued on page 190 








First Mortgage Loans 


Phone CHapel 9-2000 


Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3% Anticipated Dividend 


Payable December 31, 1956 


Insured Savings 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 




















“THE THIRTEEN TRIBES” 
By Paul Bailey 
Third Printing Now Ready. $1 Postpaid 
A brief account of the names, locations, customs, 
characteristics and history of the Long Island Indians. 


ADDRESS LONG ISLAND FORUM, BOX 805 AMITYVILLE 
or FRIEDMAN’S BOOK STORE, PORT WASHINGTON 

















trated. Postpaid $1. 


““Long Island Whalers” 
By Paul Bailey 


The history of whaling by L. |. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 


Address LONG ISLAND FORUM, Box 805, Amityville 


























188 


OCTOBER 1956 


Ephriam Byram 
Continued from page 184 

ship with John Sherry in a 
brass foundry at Sag Harbor, 
known as the Oakland Works. 
Here he built a square tower- 
like structure with a clock at 
the top which he used for as- 
tronomical observations. The 
same year he built a clock for 
a Lexington, Va., church at a 
cost of $700: one for New 
London’s Presbyterian Store 
Church at $800, and another 
for New York’s City Hall 
whose glass dials were seven 
feet in diameter. He also 
made a set of 714-foot glass 
dials for the Philadelphia 
State House, costing $1000. 
And during this period he 
still continued his work about 
the village of Sag Harbor and 
on whaling vessels there. 

Ephriam Byram had an 
older brother, Henry Payne 
Byram, who made a notable 
name as a scientific agricul- 
turist. Spending thirty years 
in the then undeveloped South 
to promote its agriculture, he 
introduced the iron plow, the 
cultivator, the threshing ma- 
chine and mowing and reap- 
ing machines, all unknown to 
the Southern States before 
the 1840s. In Kentucky he 
conducted the agricultural de- 
partment of the Louisville 
Journal. He was also instru- 
mental in having the new 
Louisville Baptist Church in- 
stall ore of Ephriam’s clocks 
for its 220-foot spire. To quote 
from Ephriam’s account book: 
“Clock for Louisville, Kv., 
1855. Completed June Ist. 
Set off for Louisville June 
11th. Set out to put it up Nov. 
Ist. Set running Nov. 15th. 
Left Louisville Nov. 28th. Ar- 
rived home Dec. Ist. Price 
$2000.” 

The year 1857 was notable 
for the famous Clockmaker. 
He married Cornelia J. Pierce 
of Elmira, N. Y. and to them 
as time went by were born 
Henry Eliab, Ivan Clinton and 
Loretta Sophia. That same 
year he built a clock for the 
United States Military Acade- 
my at West Point. His account 
book simply states: ‘“Com- 
pleted Nov. 1857. Set running 
in tower of Collegiate Hall, 


May 1, 1858. Price $940.” In 
1946 Henry Triglar Weeks, 
one of the founders of The 
Old Sagg-Harbour Historical 
Society, received a letter from 
the librarian at West Point 
containing the following in- 
formation from the June 7, 
1929 issue of The Pointer: 
“In 1857 while Major Dela- 
field was Superintendent at 
the U.S. Military Academy, 
the Tower Clock was made by 
Ephriam N. Byram in Sag 
Harbor, Long Island. The dial 
was of wood and measured 5 
feet across. The hands and 
numerals were also of wood 
and the units for indicating 
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the minutes between the 
hours were cadet bell buttons. 
For 72 years the clock has 
given satisfactory service and 
has been given, so far as can 
be ascertained, only two over- 
haulings and cleanings — the 
last one within the past year 
and the one before that 35 
years ago. 

“The clock must be wound 
twice each week. The clock is 
regulated by comparison with 
an electric master clock in the 
Philosophy Lecture Room. 
This comparison is made 
about twice each week but 
no changes made in the time 


Continued on page 192 





Sag Harbor Methodist Church, showing Byram Clock 
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Codfishing was Rugged 
Continued From Page 188 
stances. He paid the highest wages, 
provided the most bountiful table, 
none better in the whole fleet; for 
which he expected all of our time 
and strength during the day, and 

often a part of the night. 

I received from him the best 
antidote for seasickness I have 
ever heard of. Early one morning 
in the year 1902 we drifted out to 
sea off Montauk Point to the fish- 
ing grounds. No wind, but a heavy 
ground swell. I overheard Captain 
Edwards call to the cook, “Hurry 
up with the breakfast before I get 
sick.” He spoke with such author- 
ity that he got quick results. All 
hands went below for breakfast. 
The Captain ate more heartily than 
any of us. Then he went on deck 
saying, “I feel fine, shove your 
boats off the deck and get after 
the fish.” 

On another occasion we dropped 
anchor off Jin Beach. It was much 
too rough to lift any fishing traps. 
The Captain wanted to go ashore to 
get some fishing gear from a shan- 
ty on the beach. He decided on tak- 
ing a 14-foot sharpie with me at 
the oars while he stood with a 
steering oar over the stern. The 
surf was running high. We waited 
for a while, until we could follow 
a big sea. When the Captain 
shouted “pull away” I put all my 
strength on the oars, but instead 
of running high up on the beach 
the boat turned over in the surf, 
with both of us underneath. 

The next big wave lifted the 
boat enough for Captain Edwards 
to crawl out, but I was still under- 
neath, all mixed up with the 
thwart and oars. Afterward I 
learned that the Captain was get- 
ting ready to make a rescue by 
smashing the boat’s bottom. When 
an extra heavy swell lifted the 
boat again I crawled out. 

I shipped as a cabin boy on the 
smack Louise at the age of thir- 
teen. The vessel was owned by 
Captains William H. and Arthur 
Tuthill. Captain Arthur’s — son 
Frederick, when a small boy, took 
a trip with us. He was playing on 
the forward deck as the smack 
put her lee rail under and was 
washed overboard. His father was 
at the helm with no one else on 
deck. Rushing to the leeside of the 
quarter deck he grabbed the boy 
as a big wave lifted him above the 
rail and flopped him safely on the 
deck. 

Arthur W. Tuthill became an 
expert newspaper reporter for 
the Brooklyn Times, Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle and the New York City pa- 
pers for all special news covering 
the entire eastern half of Suffolk 
County. He was the promoter and 
first President of the Suffolk 
County Association which gave a 

Continued on next page 
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yearly banquet in one of the lead- 
ing New York City hotels. Young 
men from Long Island having posi- 
tions in the City were eligible for 
membership and they numbered 
fifteen hundred or more. 

Irving W. Tuthill, a cousin of 
A. Wilfred, was also a shipmate 
of mine in his younger days. Later 
he became owner and proprietor of 
a fine hardware business in Rich- 
mond Hill. 

Of all those mentioned in this 
article, only three are still living. 

Capt. Eugene S. Griffing 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 








Summer Hotel of 1840 


The article ‘MacNish’s Hotel’ 
by Clarence Russel Comes, in the 
August Forum, set me to search- 
ing for earlier details and facts. 
My great-grandfather, Ira B. Tut- 
hill, built that hotel back in pre- 
railroad days when New Suffolk 
was linked to New York only by 
packet and stage and was a sum- 
mer resort of considerable impor- 
tance. 

My mother used to tell me of 
the excitement when word arrived 
that the boarders were soon due. 
Their coachmen and footmen ar- 
rived ahead with their fine horses 
and carriages. It was indeed an 
age of elegance. 

My aunt, Mrs. J. G. Tuthill of 
New Suffolk, found for me a copy 
of the North Fork Life’s special 
anniversary edition of the Gold- 
smith and Tuthill Centennial, of 
August 20, 1942. In it there is a 
facsimile of the announcement 
which Ira B. Tuthill had printed 
and distributed February 27, 1840, 
a copy of which I enclose. 

(Miss) Rosetta Terry 
Patchogue 
New Boarding House 

at New Suffolk, Long Island 

The subscriber would take this 
method to inform his friends and 
the public, that he has opened his 
house in New Suffolk, Southold, 
Long Island, which he has _ built 
and fitted up expressly for the 
accommodation of Boarders, where 
he will be happy to receive his 
friends and all others who may 
favor him with their patronage; 
and he pledges himself to use 
every exertion to please and gra- 
tify those who may find it con- 
venient to call at his house. His 
charges will be moderate and 
such as he hopes will be satisfac- 
tory to all. The opportunities for 
communicating with the City, will 
be superior the coming season. A 
steamboat will leave New York 
daily for Port Jefferson, and from 
thence a line of stages will be 
formed to Riverhead and New 
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Ephriam Byram 
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until the discrepancy between 
our local time and Western 
Union Time reaches approxi- 
mately 20 seconds. 

“With the winding mecha- 
nism now provided for this 
clock, it requires a torque of 
40 foot-pounds for the clock 
mechanism and a torque of 
95 foot-pounds for the strik- 
ing mechanism. Ten complete 
turns are required for each. 
An electric motor is now be- 
ing attached to the clock. The 
only control and _ influence 
which the Tower Clock has 
over other clocks at West 
Point is that of age and relia- 
bility.” 

Mr. Byram made a clock in 
1869 for his home. Placed in- 
side is the memento: Laid out 
the dial Jan. 12-13, Lettered 
dial Jan. 19-20, Painted Moon- 
plate, Jan. 21, Clock cleaned 
and set up March 31, 1869. 

By will of his daughter, 
Miss Loretta S. Byram, this 
clock was given to the John 
Jermain Memorial Library at 
Sag Harbor in memory of her 
father. It is set in the main 
Entrance Hall of the Library, 
keeping time as accurately as 
when first set running 87 
years ago. 

In his later years Mr. By- 
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ram became so poor in health 
that he gave up the clock busi- 
ness and settled down as a 
bookbinder. He also created a 
large library, including many 
books on the sciences and 
mechanics. In 1864 he added a 
wing to his home to accom- 
modate the collection and with 
characteristic generosity op- 
ened it to the public to whom 
he was always glad to give of 
his own extensive knowledge 
on numerous subjects. His 
health, however’ gradually 
failed until on June 27, 1881, 
following a short drive with 
his wife, he quietly passed 
away. 


So ended the life of this 
man of genius whose every 
waking moment had keenfi'led 
with purpose; a man who had 
brought much honor to his 
native village, and whose 
great clocks and other works 
are a lasting monument to his 
memory. 


Summer Hotel of 1840 
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Suffolk, thus enabling passengers 
to make the passage through in 
one day. There are also four packet 
sloops running between New York 
and New Suffolk, viz: the Em- 
peror, Capt. Goldsmith; the Suf- 
folk, Cavt. Tuthill; The Prudence, 
Capt. Booth, and the Swallow, 
Capt. Wells; from New Slip. 

The village of New Suffolk is 
beautifully situated on a rising 
ground, commanding an extens ve 
view of Peconic Bay and the adja- 
cent villages. Its natural advan- 
tages for fishing, sport'ng and the 
healthiness of its locat‘on, are not 
surpassed by any village on the 
Island; and citizens who may wish 
to pass the summer months out of 
the City, will find it an advantage- 
ous and delightful summer retreat. 


New Suffolk, L.I. 
Ira B. Tuthill 
27th February, 1840 


The subscribers cheerfully re- 
commend the above house to those 
of their friends who are fond of a 
quiet and pleasant home and 
obliging hosts, pleasant and heal- 
thy location, good shoct ng. f’sh- 
ing, and reasonable charges. 

Jas. W. Pinckney 

Henry Vandervoort 

O. B. Goldsmith 

B. W. Osborn 
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Patchogue Estates, Inc. 
REAL ESTATE 

160 Oak St., GRover 3-0372 
FRANK SILVERMAN 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 


Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
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Island’s Other ‘Whaling ° Ports 


M ENTION the whale fish- 

eries industry and im- 
mediately on wings of imagin- 
ation we are carried back to 
the scene of Sag Harbor! 
“Whaling” “Old Sagg Har- 
bour”—the formerly thriving 
industry and the old port vil- 
lage have become synony- 
mous, so inextricably are they 
bound. 

Strangely, a fact not too 
widely recognized today is 
that whaling was also carried 
on from other places in Suf- 
folk County. True Sag Harbor 
was the great parent port, but 
whaling exploration was vig- 
orously prosecuted by smaller 
Long Island communities as 
well. 

In 1830, while the Port of 
Sag Harbor was enjoying its 
heydey, a vessel bearing the 


Wilson L. Glover 


odd name of Potosi was 
bought by local agents and 
taken to Greenport to be 
“fitted out.” In command of 
Capt. Isaac Sayre of South- 
ampton, the craft made sev- 
eral successful voyages from 
Greenport. At one time as 
many as eighteen whaleships 
were plying the seas from this 
little seaport. The following 
whalers then comprised the 
fleet: Bayard, Italy, Lucy 
Ann, Sarah & Esther, Neva, 
Kanawha, Prudent, Pioneer, 
Oregon, Caroline, Nile, Delta, 
Phillip lst, Sylph, Triad, Pot- 
osi and Washington. 

Cold Spring Harbor also 
was prominently to the fore 
in the whale fishery business, 
and for many years sent out 


vessels to the ‘four corners” 
of the world. In all, nine ships 
were fitted out in this snug 
Sound harbor. According to 
records, most of these whalers 
were officered by men from 
Sag Harbor and the Hamp- 
tons. Whaleships clearing Cold 
Spring Harbor were: Alice, 
Edgar, N. P. Talmadge, Splen- 
did, Richmond, Huntsville, 
Monmouth, Sheffield and the 
Tuscarora. 

Even the little fishing vil- 
lage of New Suffolk was re- 
presented by its contribution 
to the great whaling industry, 
sending forth for several voy- 
ages the barks Noble and 
Gentleman. 

Jamesport, not to be out- 
done by its near neighbor. 
New Suffolk, sent out the 
bark Washington. Records in- 
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dicate, however, that this ship 
made but one voyage. Upon 
consummation of this lone 
trip the vessel was sold back 
to interests in the parent port 
of Sag Harbor. 

Though Long Island whal- 
ers were, by and large, honest 
and God-fearing men of high 
resolve, there were among 
them a sprinkling of unsavory 
individuals. Certain seamy 
characters found one parti- 
cular type of smuggling quite 
lucrative, though very risky. 
Their activities in handling 
contraband might be com- 
pared with the rum-running 
of our prohibition era, except 





for the fact the outlawry 
practiced was far more repre- 
hensible. Here the analogy 
ends. In the wholly vicious 
traffic of slave-running, these 
renegades were directly aid- 
ing and abetting human 
bondage. 


Just prior to the Civil War, 
the Augusta, a swift-moving 
packet ship in service out of 
Savannah, was fitted out as 
a whaleship and made a soli- 
tary voyage from Sag Harbor. 
Upon her return from this 
legitimate whaling expedition, 
however, the Augusta was 
sold and sent to a yard at 
Greenport for a “re-fitting- 
out” — ostensibly for lawful 
pursuits — but actually for a 
slave exploit. Reclining on the 
ways in Greenport for a con- 
siderable time, it eventually 
cleared the seaport town late 
in 1861. 

Even as today, greedy men 


in the 19th century lusted for 
a “quick - and - easy - dollar’’. 
Fortunately, however, this 
time Justice triumphed. Evi- 
dently the switf-sailing Au- 
gusta was not quite fleet 
enough! Caught on its nefari- 
ous mission and taken into the 
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Port of New York, the speedy 
slave-ship was later sold by 
the United States Marshall. 
Such sordid episodes are 
news only because of their 
comparitive rarity. Many 
whaling-ship masters later 
became prominent, not just in 
local civic affairs, but in Suf- 
folk County politics as well. 
In the latter category was 
Capt. Stephen B. French, for- 
merly of H. & S. French, 
Whaleship Owners & Agents. 
Capt. French’s partner broth- 
er, Hannibal French, was one 
of the most active ship agents 
of that era. Always a leader 
in Sag Harbor affairs, Capt. 
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Stephen B. French was elected 
Suffolk County Treasurer in 
1868 and served in that post 
until the year of 1872. 

At a later date, Capt. 
French was made Appraiser 
for the Port of New York, and 
eventually the Captain was 
named Chairman of the Board 
of New York Police Commis- 
sioners. 

Not only was Capt. Stephen 
B. French one of the foremost 
ship-owners of his day, but he 
might be termed a “‘Captain’s 
Captain,” having made sever- 
al long and successful voyages 
of his own. As commander of 
the whaleship Acadia, he was 
in fact one of the first to sail 
into San Francisco during the 
hectic excitement of the Cali- 
fornia Gold Rush in 1849. 

The decline of whaling 
marked the end of an era, in 
which Long Island, and parti- 
cularly Sag Harbor, had 
played a glorious role. 


Senator Smith 
Continued from page 186 
get well of the Smallpox.” 
(The word “Smallpox” may 
refer to only the inoculation 
against that disease; it was 
severe enough in itself.) Ruth 
continues, “Pray tell John 








Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 














RECORDS 


RCA -Columbia- Decca 


Wide Selection of 


POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 


AMITY RADIO 


For Quality Service on TV 
Onthe Triangle A Mityville 4-1177 














since he hath left the Island 
to keep there, for they (the 
British would) do anything to 
get him — they are enraged.”’ 

After the war, John be- 
came a member of the New 
York Assembly for several 
terms, and during one of these 
periods “upstate” he met 
Elizabeth Platt, a daughter of 
Judge Zephaniah Platt. There 
was a new romance. In Jan- 
uary, 1786, Judge Platt wrote 
to John’s father, 

“I Received your kind letter 
of friendship ... Your son and 
my daughter are married. 
May they long live in Love 
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and Happiness together ...” 
That hope was not fulfilled, 
for Elizabeth died about a 
year later. There is no way to 
comment on John’s grief; the 
record is silent, as it usually 
is on his personal reactions; 
it seems to have been a char- 
acteristic of his that he wrote 
only when he had to, and he 
talked so little that his name 
was a synonym for reserve 
and reticence. For example, 
‘‘Monday, December 18, 1809 
John Smith, from the State of 
New York, attended ...” is a 
typical entry in “The Debates 
and Proceedings in the Con- 
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gress of the United States.” 

John finally married again, 
this time to Elizabeth Nicoll, 
a widow, and daughter of 
General Nathaniel Woodhull. 
Elizabeth was a devoted wife 
and a good mother not only 
to the several children of her 
marriage to John, but also to 
Lydia’s boy, as this letter of 
February 16, 1800, will show: 

“My beloved William, 

“T once more take pen to 


write you a few lines — by 
(in care of) your father who 
Leaves home tomorrow — I 


assure you, dear William, it is 
with the greatest Reluctance 
that I part with him — we are 
looking forward for the Per- 
iod to arrive when you have 
completed your studies that 
you may return home — your 
grandmother often talks of 
you and wishes you to return 
— I had no idea, dear William, 
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2 weeks from this day you 
would ever have seen her 
again. She has been brought 
very low with pleurisy .. .my 
feelings are such when I am 
reprived of my dear Relatives 
(by absence) if not by death. 
A thousand gloomy ideas 
crowd my mind & fill my 
bosom with sorrow anticipat- 
ing some Evil that may befall 
them in their absence. . 


Continued on next page 
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Scythes, radles, Etc. 


Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood 


(Concluded from September number) 


The treadmill was made to 
stand on an incline. The team 
was driven into it and so 
long as the tread was locked 
the horses might stand still 
on the inclined tread. After 
the mill had been belted to 
the threshing machine, how- 
ever, the contractor simply 
unlocked the mechanism 
which caused the tread to 
start moving downhill under 
the weight of the horses. This 
forced the animals to start 
walking in order to hold their 
position, thus keeping the 
tread in motion which turned 
the belt that operated the 
threshing machine. 

Recently in the Forum, 
Wilson L. Glover of Southold 
stated he had vivid memories 
of Nelson Bishop, his neigh- 
bor, who in the early 1900s 
was a “threshing, woodsaw- 
ing and grain-reaping con- 
tractor”. He could visualize 
Uncle Nel’s two horses, Billy 
Grey and Sam. Miss Kate W. 
Strong has told of a treadmill 
operated by one horse on her 
family farm on Strong’s Neck, 
Setauket, and previously by 
Rattler, her uncle’s aged 
horse. Merwin Prince of 
Hauppauge, with genealogical 
roots at Southold, says “as a 
boy I often helped in the 
threshing and it was hard, 
dusty and hot work. I can re- 
call how glad we were when 
they stopped to rest the 
horses, for it gave us a chance 
to get a drink and rest.” 
Terry and Griffing of River- 
head town were said to have 
put in outfits operated by 
three horses which were 
changed every three hours. 

Nelson Bishop threshed and 
sawed wood for “Uncle” Eli 
Howell on the North Road 
(Southold) during the late 
80s and early 90s, while I 
lived there. He always 
brought to the job three hors- 
es, using two in the treadmill 
at a time. Frequently, per- 
haps every hour and a half 
or two hours, one horse was 
taken off the tread and the 


one which had been rested 
was substituted. 


The operator of the thresh- 
ing machine has been called 
in the Forum a “contractor”. 
That clashes in my memory. 
“Uncle” Nel Bishop’s contem- 
poraries of my time, the 
Howells, Tuthills, Booths, 
Sweezeys, Kennys and Jewels, 
always called him the 
“thresher’’. 
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GENERAL SMITH 

Continued from page 196 
may you glide down the 
streams of this transitory life 
with more Pleasure than I 
... Pray do not let this un- 
connected scroll be exposed ... 
Says your most Affectionate 
mother Elisa Smith” 
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Guided Tours received by ap- 
pointment. 
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Gowns Shown Nationwide 


In the new “short-long” length 
are these two sheath dresses of 
Eastern inspiration which attracted 
widespread attention for designer 
Mona Pizzo when they were pre- 
sented by the Society of American 
Fashion Designers in showings at 
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New 
York, in Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Miami and other cities. The gowns 
have also been featured on Claire 
Mann’s WABC-TV program. Miss 
Pizzo is an instructor at Trap- 
hagen School of Fashion and a 
free-lance fashion designer. At left 
in the photograph is the sari gown, 
strapless and with graceful stole, 
made in border printed satin. The 
gown at right, in a rose silk bro- 
cade imported from Hong Kong, 
takes its cue from the kimono in 
its removable waist-length wrap 
and obi bow placed low at the back. 

Miss Pizzo is now back at the 
Traphagen School, 1680 Broadway 
(52nd St.) New York, teaching her 
classes in Draping and Design in 
the Department of Clothing Con- 
struction. Since instruction is in- 
dividual, students may enter these 
courses at any time during the 
year. In the school’s Art Depart- 
ment, classes in Costume Design 
and Illustration are opening also, 
during the first two weeks of 
October. 

Miss Pizzo’s gowns are especial- 
ly inspiring to her pupils since 
historic, geographic and _ period 
adaptations have long been the 
policy adopted by this school’s 
successful alumni. The gowns are 
modeled here by Traphagen design 
students Mary Lou Annunziata of 
New York and Eileen Flansbaum 
of Long Beach, L. I., respectively. 


Circassian Wreck of 1876 


“Wreck of the Circassian in 
1876” in the August Forum (by 
Dr. Charles A. Huguenin) was of 
especial interest to my mother who 
vividly recalls the marine disaster 
and certain events attendant upon 
it. A daughter of Capt. James L. 
Austin (one time commander of 
the whaler William Tell), my 
mother was a girl of ten in 1876. 
Following his retirement from 
whaling her father farmed his 
acreage at Poxabogue (near 
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Bridgehampton). When several 
bodies of Shinnecock braves washed 
ashore, he pressed into service his 
team and three-seater spring wa- 
gon to transport the last remains 
of the heroic Indians. 
Wilson L. Glover 
Southold 


East Patchogue Robinsons 


In the cool of the morning 
(August 15) at 6:30 I have been 
sitting on the porch reading the 


OCTOBER 1956 


Forum which has been sent me 
several years as a Christmas gift. 
* * * T was Grace Robinson of the 
East Patchogue Robinson clan 
(now nearly extinct, too many 
girls) who came from England and 
settled on Long Island in the early 
1700s. I also was connected with 
the Tangier Smiths, now extinct. 
Best wishes for the future suc- 
cess of the Forum. I am always an 
interested reader. 
Grace Robinson Chapman 
Wichita, Kansas 
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“I buy far fewer children’s clothes now” 


You buy less because a 

Gas dryer makes it easy to 
wash more often. It’s so speedy 
it dries clothes in minutes! 


Here’s why it pays to buy 
an automatic 





clothes dryer 


A Gas Dryer saves time, work, clothes 
. . - Lets you wash any time, even at 
night. . . .. Dries clothes in minutes, 
gently, evenly, automatically. 


“Much, much fluffier towels” 


They’re tumble-tossed in a current of 
warm air, come out fluffy and wonderfully 
sweet-smelling. 











only { ‘ AS 


dries clothes so 
fast... costs so 
little to run? 














. “I don’t even have 
= to iron pajamas” 


- It’s hard to believe how 

: amazingly free from wrinkles 
your clothes come out of a Gas 
dryer. You hardly need an 
iron for most cottons. 
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Misses Long Island 

I am 82 and lived on Long 
Island all my life until 14 years 
ago. It is nice here and we have 
fine friends, but I miss my dear 
old Long Island. 

My father, Rev. O. C. Lane, was 
a Methodist minister and preached 
in many places from Lawrence to 
Mattituck, our home town being 
Riverhead. Ever since we came 
here my brother, Osman Lane, 
chief of police in Southampton 
town, has sent me the Forum and 
I don’t know how we could ever 
get along without it — even read 
the ads, and enjoy it so much. 

I am particularly interested in 
stories about whaling as my grand- 
father, Captain Frank Smith of 
South Jamesport, was a whaler. 
God bless you and the Forum. 

Mrs. Henry S. Elsebough 
Indian Head, Maryland 


That Bronze Medal 


In re your question at the top 
of the back cover of the Septem- 
ber Forum, there seems little 
doubt that this is a military decor- 
ation of Italy under the reign of 
Victor Emanuel III who ascended 
to the throne in 1900. 
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